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New Cherry Orchard

.
Newsletter!!

-

Welcome to the new ‘Cherry
Orchard
Chat’
Newsletter.
Cherry Orchard Chat will share
local
information
and
perspectives about the area. The
goal is to let people know some
of the things that are happening
in the area.
Each edition will be out once
every two months. We want this
newsletter to be valuable for
you, so please share your
feedback and suggestions to
help us improve (see the ‘how to
contact us’ box at the back of
this newsletter).
Making Cherry Orchard Better
The ‘Making Cherry Orchard
Better’ Area Action Plan was
published in September 2017,
after an intensive consultation
with local residents and those
who work in the Cherry Orchard
Area.
The aim of the Cherry Orchard
Area Action Plan is to provide a
framework for the renewal of
Cherry
Orchard
and
its
community. It has been prepared
by Dublin City Council in
conjunction with the Ballyfermot
Chapelizod Partnership. The
area continues to experience
social, economic and physical
problems, which require an interagency response to address
these ingrained issues. The area
has a very strong sense of
community and there is a keen
desire among all stakeholders to
make Cherry Orchard better.
The
Cherry
Orchard
Development group who were
integral in bringing the plan to
fruition consist of:
Mr. Brendan Foster, Grant
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Minecraft Mural of Cherry Orchard outside the Cherry Orchard Community Centre

Thornton (Chair of CODG)
Ms. Anne Fitzgerald, CEO
Ballyfermot & Chapelizod Area
Partnership
Ms. Maria Hayes, Tusla the
Child and Family Agency
Ms. Jenny Courtney, Community
Representative
Inspector Andy Tuite, An Garda
Síochána
Ms. Ann Gilton, City of Dublin
Education Training Board
Ms.
Ann
Marie
Leonard:
Principal St. John’s College
Ballyfermot
Mr. David O'Donovan, Dublin
City Council.
We caught up with Dave
O’Donovan, who is the Project
Manager to ask him the
following questions. Here is the
update on the progress so far:
1) What are the achievements
for the area as a result of the
plan so far?
- Social Enterprise
Social Enterprise is an activity
whereby local people working
together provide both services
and jobs to benefit the local
community.
The
recently
recruited
Social
Enterprise
Innovator will work to drive and
support both existing and new

social enterprises in the area. It
would be fantastic to have local
people
working
in
Cherry
Orchard to provide services and
employment for everyone in the
area.
- Community Grants
Prior to the summer this year, we
released funding for those who
wished to develop programmes
for out of hours and weekend
services for Cherry Orchard.
There were many applicants and
the fund was dispersed
accordingly. In total, €46,651
was allocated as follows:
Cherry Orchard Youth Integrated
Service - €12,496
Familibase - €4,000
Cherry Orchard Running Club €5000
Ballyfermot Youth Service €11,205
Ballyfermot STAR - €12,300
WHAD - €1650
- Foodbank
There has also been a number of
indirect successes that stemmed
from recommendations in the
plan. A Foodbank in Cherry
Orchard began in 2017 soon
after the plan was published. The
St. Vincent De Paul and The
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Orchard Community Centre
provide assistance to those who
need it with food, home-help
etc.
- The physical environment
Many of you may notice a
number of colourful sites in the
area. When the plan was being
drafted, many comments were
made that we must improve “the
look” of the area. Working with
local residents, we have created
some pockets of colour in the
area. The majority of these
works were carried out by local
residents, thus ensuring a
sense of ownership. Just take a
look at St. Ultan’s railings and
yards, The Orchard Community
Centre, and the newly named
“Hope” Park with Stone Soup
Project at Croftwood, as just a
few examples of what can be
achieved when working closely
with
local
interests
and
expertise.
2) What obstacles have
presented
themselves
in
implementing the plan and
what actions are needed to
overcome these?
The biggest obstacle facing the
overall plan implementation is
the funding of the actions we
wish to see through. Whilst we
have received funding to date,
and it is very much welcomed,
we continue to seek further
funding and other resources to
achieve the goals.
3) What are the priorities at
the moment?
There is a statutory Local Area
Plan (LAP) being drafted at the
moment. The ‘Making Cherry
Orchard Better’ plan will fit
nicely into this, as the social end
of
the LAP,
which
will
concentrate more on physical
improvements to the area.
4) What can local people and
organisations within Cherry
Orchard do to help make this
plan a reality?
The plan we presented in
September last year was
created from the local voices.

The Bungalow: Tel: 6231367
Classes
Yoga, Pilates, Sewing
Ladies Club, Friendship Group
Art, Painting on Glass
Card making,
Diamond Blackboard painting
Dress making, Meditation
Line dancing, Cookery
Choir, Crochet
Stress management
Jewellery making
Acupuncture Clinic, Counselling
Pop in to see us and talk about
taking part in our classes
28 Elmdale Drive, Cherry
Orchard
Email Dave O’Donovan on
dave.odonovan@dublincity.ie
with any ideas to enhance the
area.
5) What are the next steps?
The next steps are to continue
working with key residents and
organisations in the area:
Accessing the funding required
through various mechanisms,
with the aim to fulfil the
recommendations in the plan, in
conjunction with the LAP team,
that will present their findings in
due course.

If you are interested in setting up
a social enterprise or would like
to join the social enterprise
mailing list, please contact me at
bcroal@bcpartnership.ie

Cherry Orchard Community
Garden
The garden is currently getting a
major upgrade which will make
the site fully accessible for
disabled people.
Contact is to see how you can
volunteer with the community
garden as well as get information
about taking out an allotment
space. We welcome people from
absolute
beginners
to
experienced green fingers!
If you are part of a local group or
project , why not come along and
take a look? A number of local
groups already have an allotment
and we support all allotment
holders as much as we can.
Keep up to date with all the latest
news on our Cherry Orchard
Community Garden Facebook
page. You can contact the
garden on 0872515262.

Meet the new Social Enterprise
Innovator.
Hello there! My name is Breid
Croal and I have recently joined
the
Ballyfermot
Chapelizod
Partnership, as the Social
Enterprise Innovator for the area.
My role is to promote social
enterprise in Cherry Orchard and
to support those that are
interested in setting up a social
enterprise. Social Enterprise has
many definitions, but in essence
it is an enterprise that has been
set up, where a proportion of
traded income is reinvested in a
social cause.
I’m excited about my new role
and look forward to getting to
know the organisations and
residents of Cherry Orchard.

Message from the Cherry
Orchard Centre Manager
Hello my name is Paul Smyth
and I have been the Manager of
The Orchard Community Centre
since September 2017. Since
then we have made a fresh start
in the centre, with a large
number of new activities on offer
to the whole community of all
ages. If
we don’t have
something that you would like to
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Cherry Orchard Community Centre Timetable
Activity

Day & Time

Contact

Parent & Toddler Group

Tuesdays 10am-12pm

0868098283

Orchard Boxing Club

Evenings and Weekends

0833914351

Kids Afternoon Clubs
Arts/Crafts/Drama MultiSports Games & Fun

Mon—Fri
5-7 year olds - 1.45-2.45pm
7-12 year olds - 7-12pm

0876125520

St Ultans Afterschool
Parent Group

Mon-Fri 1-5pm

0892497285

Bingo

Mon 6.30 - 9.30pm

0857412465

Taekwondo Academy

Tues & Thurs 6-8pm

0861424902

Adult Computer Classes

By Appointment with the Tutor

0879358328

Adult Literacy Classes Reading, Writing, Spelling

By Appointment with the Tutor

0879358328

Irish Dancing Club

Wednesday 5 - 7.30pm

085720562

Bingo

Wednesday 8 - 10pm

016265655

Kids Drama, Dance & Arts
Club(4 year olds and over)

Saturdays 10am - 2pm

0851318947

Women’s Fitness Classes

Mon, Wed, Fri mornings 11 –12pm

0851442224

Men’s Shed Music Group

Thursdays 11am - 1pm

0868213553

Ballroom/Sequence Dance
Classes

Wednesdays 11am - 12.30pm

0876125520

Family Reach Out/Support
Group

Wednesdays 7 - 8pm

0858719967

see us have in the centre, then
talk to me and we’ll try our best to
accommodate you. We also have
many new activities planned for
the
coming
months.

College. Further training in the
CDETB Centres, employment
and work Placements are also
achievable Learner options on
completing / participating on the
CTC course.

Cherry Orchard Community
Training Centre (CTC)

Testimonials
Jordan Cummins ‘I left school
at the age of 16 I went to a
training centre for early school
leavers called the Cherry
Orchard Equine Centre. I was
studying my Fetac levels there
and the extra subject was horse
riding and stable care. I passed
all exams there and my two
horse riding instructors said I’d
be a good candidate for RACE
(Irish Racing Academy, The
Curragh) so they applied for me.
I went on the week’s trial, having
never sat on a race horse before
which was a shock to me if I’m
honest. I got accepted into the
program’.

paul.smyth@dublincity.ie

or

CTCs are setup with the
provision of community based
training for early school leavers.
Our CTC adopts a different
approach to teaching to that used
in traditional secondary schools
in that each learner has a tailored
and individual learning plan to
support them during their time on
the course. Some of the
progression options for learners
include a full Level 4 QQI Award .
Completing the course can help
lead to mainstream college
places or placements in the
equine related colleges i.e. Irish
Racing Academy, R.A.C.E in the
Curragh, Kildalton and Grennans

Jordan
successfully
then
progressed on to work in

England for a year with wellknown trainer Karl Burke to gain
his amateur license and then
moved onto Dubai to ride out for
John Hyde, who pre-trains and
starts braking in young horses for
Sheik Hamdam al Maktoum.

Jonnathan Hussey and Jordan
Cummings

Family Matters Area Based
Childhood
(ABC)
is
a
consortium of organisations,
working together with parents
and families to achieve the best
outcomes for children in the
community.
‘Parent
Child
Home’
Programme (PCHP)
As parents, you are your child’s
first and best teacher. This
programme supports you to
help your child develop the
language, pre-numeracy and
pre-literacy skills needed for
later success in pre-school and
school:
 For children aged from 12 –
18
months
 In your own home at a time
that suits you
 2 half hour visits per week
over 2 years
 Trained Home Visitors will
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model how to use books and
toys to help your child learn
 Books and toys are gifts to the
family
Some
PCHP
Participants
stated ;
“I liked getting ideas of the little
games to play with my son and
being reassured that he is doing
fine”
“I have picked up some useful
tips on reading and playing with
my child from my Home Visitor.
She has showed me how to link
books and toys together and
encourage
more
language
skills”.
For more information on these
programmes, please contact
Bernie Laverty on 087 7487375
blaverty@bcpartnership.ie

Local Forums
We are running two Forums on a
regular basis within Cherry
Orchard to bring people together
to discuss and look for solutions
to the issues facing the
community. These Forums will
be run at two different times to
suit the needs of local people:
The Community & Services
Forum is a space for residents
and staff employed by local
services to come together, while
the evening forum will be for
residents
only.
The
last
Community Forum raised the
issue of the lack of transport for
children going out of Cherry
Orchard for school. If this is an
issue you would like to do
something about please join us
at the next Community Forum.
The Forum is held on the last
Thursday of every month in in
The
Bungalow
in
Cherry
Orchard. The other issues we
have recently discussed are are:
the latest proposed changes to
bus routes affecting Cherry
Orchard, namely the 18 and 79A;
and how do we tackle the litter

problem in the area? If there are
any other issues you would like
to bring up, please join us or
contact Eileen Havern on
0879691802
or
at
ehavern@bcpartnership.ie
The Residents Forum takes
place on the last Tuesday of
each month in the Parents Room
at St Ultans School. The two
main topics on the agenda will
be the changes to the buses and
local housing. The forum will not
be able to answer these
questions on the night but
instead it is an opportunity for
residents to come and ask
questions, share stories and
rumours in one place and then
all the comments will be taken
relevant decision makers and
answers sought. These will be
reported back as part of a rolling
dialogue about developments in
Cherry Orchard at each meeting.
If you want to let us know of any
issue that you would like the
residents forum to discuss then
please join us or contact
Douglas
McLellan
on
0879092837.
Transnational Best
Delegation Visit

Practice

BCP were delighted to be invited
by
the
Department
of
Employment Affairs and Social
Protection to host a transnational
“Best Practice in Employment”
event on the 5th October.
This visit included a delegation
of policy experts from Turkey
which means BCP is putting
Ballyfermot and Chapelizod
firmly
on
the
map
for
Employment Service excellence
and
facilitating
shared
experience and learning through
others.

Coming Soon…
Education Programmes for Lone
Parents and Young People
Pre-Development Courses for
those planning for the future
Warehouse Skills and Service
Industry Training
Communiversity
Are you interested in doing a
FREE university course within
the community? No exams, no
essays, just learning!
We have courses on History,
Philosophy,
Criminology,
Education, Positive Psychology
and Sociology, all available in
the local area.
For further information on any of
the above. Contact Antoinette
Patton on (01) 623 5612 or
apatton@bcpartnership.ie
—————————————Halloween Is Coming to
Ballyfermot!
On the 31st of October there
will be the following events:
11am - Pumpkin Party in
Markievicz Park for toddlers and
young children.
12pm - Story Telling in
Ballyfermot Library
1-3pm - Zombie Fun Run and
Party - California Hills
2-5pm - Halloween Festival Familibase
3-6pm - Haunted House Equine Centre
6.30pm - Fireworks.

Feel free to comment on this
newsletter on the Cherry
Orchard Chat Facebook page or
contact Douglas on
dmclellan@bcpartnership.ie or
Eileen, ehavern@bcpartnership.ie

